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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
SUBJECT: Chicom Test Site 


The attached sheet showa a remarkable 
intelligence feat. Cur satellites have 
already photographed the Lop Nor test site 
and confirm our other intelligence reports on 
the Chinexe shot. {f have asked John McCone 
to de his beat to see how much of this could be 
quietly put out, but be and I agree that we 
should be very carefal about the degree of our 
skill here, because we really do not want the 
Russians to know how gecd our camsras are. 
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Communis: China: Mission 
17-20 October, produced 
of the Chinese Communist anelear test’ site at 
Lop Nor 
















it BRM a darkeneit, charred area Bl i 
feet in radius around the tormer location of 
7ne shot tower, A Lighter, somewhat circular 
area extends out to about 3M from the 
center, , 


This ground scarring is about what would 
be expected from a device with the 18 KT yield 


The tent camp, vehicle park, and temporary 
buildings MJ in the operations area prior to 
the test appear to have been totally removed. 
This sugyests that as of 20 October there were 
no immediate preparations for further testing. 


Tents at the probable control bunker 
12.5 miles southwest of the shot area pro- 
vide the only evidence of any current activity 
at the test site proper. However, many tents 
remain at the support area about 30 miles to 
the west. 
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